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Tue AxnuaL Meet Nc. out from the chair that at that stage only subjects 
referred to in the report from the Council could be 
taken, and that when the special meeting was opened 
discussion on the date of that meeting could be in- 
dulged in. This self-evident method of conducting 
an orderly meeting found favour with the large 
majority, but not with all. 

Professor Penberthy directly referred to the ruling 
of the chair, entered what he called his‘ protest,’ and 
thought it seemly to walk out of the room. Then 
Professor McFadyean magranimously suggested that 


The meeting this year was well attended and open- 
ed with a certain: amount of suppressed excitement. 
Many had heard the result of the voting but the 
majority had not, and few knew the exact number 
of votes obtained by each successful candidate. 

The President in a few opening remarks explained 
how it was that on the same day (June 3rd) the 
members were called to two meetings—the annual 
general meeting and a special general meeting. It 
seems that erred members of the Council, hoping to the President had only been guilty of an error of 
affect the election, signed a requisition to-the Presi- judgment and not of “ ghuseien the position of the 
dent for a special general meeting “to consider the | Chair.” He kindly hinted that now his error was 
recent action of Council with regard to the accep-| pointed out he might reconsider his decision. The 
tance of educational certificates from students pre-| president firmly declined to stultify himself, and the 
senting themselves for examination in Scotland. Principal of the Camden Town School followed his 


The requisition was dated April 29th, and when all f ie ened be ond walleed ent of th 
professor’s good example, and walked out of the room 
formalities required by the Charter had been fulfilled | ¢ojjowed by one of his plastic admirers. It was a 


it was found that the earliest date for holding the|»omarkable scene. Had the actors been unknown 
meeting was May ye" This the pee geo men it would have been merely a sorry performance, 
ed but as played by prominent persons it was an object 
lesson in manners and taste which the supporters 
London twice within seven days. He therefore fixed | o¢ higher educational standard may well remember. 
the date as to be for! We have all heard of the naughty children 
everyone. e President was a wise man, and cor- ldn’t pl leas they had “all the toys and the 
diagnosing the electrical condition of the "The Think the 
veterinary atmosphere, declined to trust his unaided attempted dramatic exit was rather on a par with the 
Judgment and consulted the solicitor. The date eer attitude of the naughty children, and disguised their 
thus fixed on the professional adviser’s opinion, and! indignation under a chorus of contemptuous laughter. 
the result justified the caution. ; | After this episode the meeting got to business and 
The Duke of St. Albans once referred, in the gently discussed the report. The proceedings, some- 
House of Lords, to the private opinions of Her | what condensed, we publish this week, but are com- 
Majesty on some legislation, and was — to task pelled to postpone till next week our report of the 
by St. even livelier of the special meeting which 
dent and without justification.” e Duke of St. | commenced at 2 o'clock. 
Albans replied that he had both justification and 
precedent, and proceeded to give — 
ut hi de by great authorities at pre- : 
a little anecdote; The result of the election was a surprise to most, 
about a witness in an assault case who gave evidence | if not all, of the members. ; a —"* — 
that the defendant was six feet nine inches from the | were returned with only one excep “ e va er 
plaintiff at the time of the alleged assault. The | was: filled by Mr. Jas. I. Simpson. —_ e 
opposing counsel said, “‘ You are very exact, sir, in | result must be accepted as the decision of the body- 
your distance. How are you so sure it was ‘nine | corporate. No one can find fault with the electors— 
inches.’”” The witness replied, ‘1 thought some | they were misinformed and deceived. The truth will 
fool mi ht ask I sured it.” « And I,” said | be known some day, and then the electors will re- 
the Dt A ked up m recedents member upon whom they relied for guidance. The 
— matriculation question, before the Council, a 
Mr. Simpson now, no doubt, feels glad he|simple cone of the interpretation = 
acted under legal guidance. But even this did not Before the electors it 
prevent. one of the most remarkable yr In 
was made to | doing so they were most unjust 
cross-examine the President about the time at which | but they acted in ignorance, and therelore may 
he had called the special meeting. It was pointed 


excused. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


CLEFT HARD PALATE IN A PUPPY. 
By Rowzanp G. Saunpers, M.R.C.V.S. 


Not having noticed a case of this kind myself, and 
finding that some of our standard text-books do not 
even mention it, I thought the following short account 
might prove interesting. 

The subject was a five-day-old Collie pup which 
had just died and was brought to me by a friend. It 
was one of a litter of seven (two others of which had 
died on the day of birth) the offspring of a collie 
bitch, who was just a year old. The owner told me 
that this pup had been a very weakly one from its 
birth. When it sucked he noticed that although it 
closed its lips on the teat in a natural manner yet it 
did not appear able to draw any milk. As it became 
weaker he took it away from the mother and hand 
fed it with cow’s milk, but it seemed to have a great 
difficulty in breathing while being drenched, and 
some a the milk invariably returned through the 
nostrils. 


Puppy’s head, with lower jaw dissected off and laid back. 
(Natural size.) 

I found the pup very emaciated and the umbilicus 
imperfectly cicatrized. On examining the mouth I 
found that there was a cleftof the hard palate extend- 
ing for about an eighth-of-an-inch behind the anterior 
boundary of the hard palate backwards for three- 
quarters of an inch. This longitudinal opening was 
divided into two parts by the vomer, which bone was 
quite distinct and isolated from the palatine portions 
of the supermaxillary and palatine bones of each side, 
as these latter did not coalesce at the median line. 
Therefore a slit-like opening was present on each 
side of the vomer communicating with the right and 
left nasal fossve respectively. 

This was not the only abnormality as the soft palate 
was absent and the gutteral opening of the nasal 


fossee was entirely obliterated, the vomer, palatine 
and basi-sphenoid bones appearing to form a plate of 
bone continuing the hard palate posteriorly. 

These conditions explained all the symptoms that 
the owner had observed. The pup was unable to 
suck on account of its inability to produce a vacuum 
in its mouth because of the air rushing in through 
the cleft, and of course nothing was easier than for 
some of the milk to return through the nose by the 
same opening. 

The posterior termination of the cleft is not very 
clearly indicated in the drawing, but should be at the 
eighth bar of the palate, behind which the bones form- 
ed a continuous plate. 


DEATH OF A CAT FROM SWALLOWING 
A PIECE OF CORK. 


By W. R. Crarxe, M.R.C.V.S., 


On the 21st of April, I was asked to see a black 
cat, about four years old. For several months past 
(the owner could give no more definite idea of the 
length of time than this) the animal had been of poor 
appetite, thinner than usual, and had occasionally 
vomited. 

When I saw her she was thin and emaciated, but 
seemed to me to be in fair health and spirits. As I 
suspected that worms might cause the symptoms, 
I gave :— 

, R Pulv. Hydrarg. sub-chlor. gr. 4 

Santonin gr. 4 
Pulv. sacch. alb. grs. Vv. 


I saw the cat twice subsequently during the next 
few days, and found her condition and appetite dis- 
tinctly improving. About the 5nd May, however, 
sbe suddenly became seriously ill, and died on the 
4th. Unfortunately I did not see her personally, 
but obtained a history of emesis and rapid loss of 
strength, and was also fortunate enough to secure the 
carcase for post-mortem examination. 

On opening the abdominal cavity, I found a most 
intense peritonitis, the cause of which was quickly 
evident. In the small intestine, about nine or ten 
inches from the stomach, I discovered a flat, round 
piece of cork firmly fixed in the lumen of the bowel. 
The cork, which I now have by me, is an inch in 
diameter, and averages about a quarter of an inch in 
thickness ; one of its flat surfaces, and also a part of 


its round edge, is extremely jagged and broken. These . 


irregularities of shape had caused perforation of the 
wall of the intestine in two places, and consequent 
peritonitis. 

The cork was much altered in appearance by the 
contents of the alimentary canal, and I am inclined 


to think that it had been in the stomach during the ~ 


whole of the time in which the cat had been noticed 
to be ill, and had only recently passed the pylorus. 
It was fixed in the bowel with its diameter parallel 
to the direction of the intestinal walls, and seemed to 
be only a slight obstacle to the passage of alimentary 


matter. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSUCIATION. 


A quarterly meeting was held on Tuesday, May 12th, 


at the George Hotel, Nottingham, Mr. F. L. Gooch, the 
president, occupying the chair. 
Professor Penberthy, Messrs. J. Blakeway, Gibson, Bir- 
mingham; H. Kidd, Melton Mowbray; A. E. Paley, 
Walsall; H. Olver, Tamworth; E. Wartnaby, Burton ; 
F. H. Gibbings, J. Furniss, Nottingham ; J. J. Burch- 
nall, Loughborough; Trevor Spencer, Kettering: F. 
Jones, Leicester ; and H. J. Dawes, Hon. sec. 


There were aiso present 


Letters and telegrams apologising for non-attendance, 


were read from the following: Professors Macqueen, 
McFadyean, McCall, Messrs. Crowhurst, Walsten, Col- 


lett, Mason, Merrick, Trigger, Barling, Coe, J. W. Coe, 
W. Carless, O. Hills, A. Green, Malcolm, Over, Beddard, 


and others. 


ELEcTIONS AND NoMiNATIONS. 
The minutes o1 the previous meeting having been read 


and confirmed, 


Mr. E. Patey moved, and Mr. F. B. Jones seconded, 


that Mr. Beddard, jun., of Wolverhampton, be elected a 
member of the Association.—Carried. 


The Hon. Treas. moved, and the Hon. Sec. seconded, 


the election of Mr. F. J. Taylor, of Sherlock Street, Bir- 


mingham.—Carried. 

Mr. H. OLtvER moved, and Mr. G. Wartvaby seconded, 
the election of Mr. Osborne Hills, of Leamington.— 
Carried. 

The How. Sec., on behalf of Mr. J. G. Rossell, nomina- 
ted for membership of the Association Mr. George De 
Lisle Tinkler, of Syston, Leicestershire. The name will 
come up for electiun next meeting. 


PROFESSOR MAcQuUEEN’s CIRCULAR. 


The Hon. Src. presented the following report of the 
sub-committee appointed; to consider Prof. Macqueen’s 


circular, :— 


Your committee is of opinion that any movement 
which serves to secure the combined action of all the 
members of our profession, in a more prompt, energetic, 
and effective manner than heretofore in promoting our 
professional interests, deserves the hearty approval and 
generous support of the Midland Counties V.M. Asso- 


ciation. 


We believe that Professor Macqueen’s suggestion 
whereby our combined action may be secured, by the 
affiliation of the various local societies with the National 
Society, contains a basis upon which a workable scheme 
may be founded. 

Taking Professor Macqueen’s suggestions in seriatum, 


your committee are in entire accord with the first, 


viz :— 

The local veterinary societies shall preserve their 
present independence as to meetings, discussions, and 
subscription, and agree to join and support the 
National Veterinary Association, on questions of 
general professional import, whether of practice or 
veterinary politics. 
Your committee likewise recognise the desirability and 

the benefit which would be secured by the general adop- 
tion of suggestion No. 2, viz. : 

All effective members of affiliating societies should 
become, by virtue of affiliation, effective members of 
the National Veterinary Association, without further 
individual subscription. 


| Before considering suggestion No.3, your committee 


think it would be desirable to have some idea as to the 
extent of the proposed affiliation, i.c., whether the mem- 
bers of the local societies alone should constitute the 
National Society, or whether members of our profession 
who arenot members of any local society will continue 
members of the National. 

It is also desirable that some precise statement should 
be made as to the extent of the purposes for which the 
proposed affiliation is recommended, i.c., wnether the new 
body should embrace both scientific and utilitarian sec- 
tions or only the latter of these. 

With reference to suggestion No. 3, viz: 

To meet the expenses of the National Veterinary 
Association, each affiliated society should pay annually 
to the National, a compound subscription, the amount 
(equal to asum per head), to be fixed in accordance 
with the membership strength of the local Society, 

your committee are of opinion that one increased sub- 
scription will be readily acquiesced in by those members 
who now contribute to both societies, but it is probable 
that some objection may be made by those members who 
do not at the present time belong to both societies. We 
are not in a position to say what additional subscription 
will suffice for local and National requirements, but we 
have it on good authority that an additional subscription 
of 3s. per member will be sufficient. 

With reference to suggestion No. 4, viz: 

Each affiliated society should be represented by two 
or more members on the council of the National 
Veterinary Association ; in other words the Council or 
other responsible committee of the National, should 
consist of delegates from all the affiliated societies. 
Thus constituted, the Council’s decisions would be re- 
presentative of the profession, and truly National. 
Should the affiliation take place, it would naturally 

follow that each local society should be fairly represented 
on the Council of the National. 

The PResIpENT mentioned that the above report had 
been unanimously adopted by the committee appointed 
to consider it, after a long and careful deliberation of 
the various points contained therein. 

The Hon. Secretary said he had been requested by 
Dr. Manley, an honorary associate of this Association, to 
read the following letter on the subject :— 

Town Hall, 
West Bromwich. 
May 7th, 1896. 
My dear Dawes, 

As an honorary member of your Association, I have 
read with much interest the proposals for affiliation of 
the Societies, and as I have myself during the past four 
years been engaged in a similar scheme in connection 
with the medical officers of health, I think that some of 
my experience may be of interest, if not of value to you. 

I therefore enclose a precis of the scheme under which 
we are governed, and have shewn as far as possible where 
I think it could still be improved.—Yours faithfully, 

Herpert MANLEY. 

1. The Society should comprise all the existing 
associations as branch societies, which shall each have 
the entire control of its own business. There may, of 
course, be unattached members of the Society, but, as 
will be seen from our finance scheme, they gain nothing 
by refusing to join a branch. We have the following 
branches, which are practically territorial :—Southern, 
Western, Midland, North-Western, Yorkshire, Northern, 
and Scotland. 

2. There is only one subscription, which is paid to 
the Secretary or Treasurer of the Central body. At +he 
close of each year, the Local Secretaries send to the 
Treasurer a return of the members of their respective 
branches, and receive from the funds of the Society a 
sum out of the aubscriptions gathered, which may be 
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reed upon. In our case we pay 21s. to the Treasurer, 
which includes the Journal, and the Branch to which we 
belong receives 7s. 6d. per member at the end of the 
year. (I think it should be 10s. 6d. myself.) 

3. The Society is governed by a Council which con- 
sists of the officers (President, Past-presidents, Trea- 
surer, two Secretaries (London and Provincial) and 
Editor) and two representatives from each branch. The 
London Branch, iv our case, has an increased represen- 
tation, but I have always been in opposition to this, and 
see no reason in it. 

4. Provision is made for a fixed number of Council 
meetings during the year, and for a limited number of 
business meetings and scientific meeting of the Society, 
but the real purpose of the Society is the protection of 
the interests of the members, and is carried out almost 
entirely by the Council with reference to the Branches 
when necessary. 

5. Provision should also be made for the places in 
which the meetings are to be held, lest the London 
members should insist upon holding them in London, to 
the disadvantage of the rest of the members. 

I shall be very pleased to give any further information 
you may desire, and am sorry that [ cannot be with you 
at Nottingham. 

Professor PENBERTHY said he was speaking as a mem- 
ber of several provincial societies, and as a member of 
the National also, and the only result he could see, at 
present, was the latter’s financial ruin. The income of 
the National was something like £165 per annum from 
half-guinea subscriptions, and by suggesting such a 
nominal sum per head, they were naturally affecting the 
National very seriously. 

Mr. WartNaBy could not agree with Professor Pen- 
berthy. The way the committee looked at the matter 
was this—that the subscription from each individual 
member of this Association should be raised from 10s. to 
about 13s. 6d., and pay the addition 3s. 6d. over to the 
National. 

Professor PENBERTHY: But as I understand it, there 
would thus be a loss to the National of 7s. per member. 

Mr. Warrnasy: No. It would be so if we were all 
members of the National, but there are only about ten 
per cent. members, consequently the National would be 
richer. 

The PreEsipENT: Perhaps I can set you right on the 
financial part of the question. I had a long conversation 
the other day in London with Professor Macqueen on 
the very subject. He has gone thoroughly into the 
matter of finance, and 3s, per member will more than 
meet the present income of the National. 

Mr. Gresines could see no objection to the commit- 
tee’s report, and he thought no member of this Asso- 
ciation would object to so slight an increase in the 
subscription, considering what the object in view was, 
The National would certainly get a great increase of 
members, and become an even more representative body 
than it was now. 

Professor PENBERTHY said that after listening to the 
observations of the various speakers he was now per- 
fectly satisfied with the feasibility of the proposals. 

Mr. OLvER pointed out that the committee's report 
only contained suggestions, and bound the Association 
to nothing whatever. They simply approved of the 
principle if it could be carried out. 

The Hon. Secretary, at this juncture, read the 
following letter, which he had received from Professor 
Macqueen :— 

35, Bartholomew Road, N.W. 
May 10th, 1896. 

Dear Dawes,—I regret that I cannot attend the 
meeting of the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association at Nottingham on Tuesday. With much 


pleasure I have read the committee’s report on the sug- | lowing letter from Mr. J. F. Simpson :— 


gested affiliation of the veterinary societies. The doubt- 
ful points mentioned in the report might be decided at 
a conference of committec¢s.— Yours faithfully, 

J. MacQueen. 


The Prestpent said the Council of the National 
would be called to meet the amalgamated committee, 
composed of two or more members of every society in 
the United Kingdom, and Professor Macqueen, as Secre- 
tary of the National, would call the meeting at the best 
possible centre. 

Mr. Otver: To bring matters within form, whatever 
we have already heard being only suggestions, I will 
move that the report of the committee be accepted by 
this Association, and that we appoint as delegates to the 
amalgamated meeting, whenever it takes place, the Pre- 
sident and Secretary (Messrs. F. Gooch and H. J. Dawes), 
and also Mr. Malcolm, the late Secretary of the National. 

Mr. Wartnasy seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 


RESIGNATION OF A MEMBER. 


The Hon. TREAsURER read a letter from Mr. C. D. 
Barues, of Cheadle, tendering his resignation as a mem- 
ber of the Association, and he moved that the resigna- 
tion be accepted. This was seconded by the Hon. Secre- 
tary, and carried unanimously. 


HoxseLess CARRIAGES. 


The Hon. Secretary read a long letter from the 
Walsall Chamber of Commerce, containing a number of 
suggestions which it was proposed should be embodied 
in the Bill at present before Parliament, to control 
what were known as horseless carriages. The Associa- 
tion, after a brief discussion, came to the conclusion that 
the subject was outside the sphere of their operations, 
and it was accordingly resolved, on the motion of the 
Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. Spencer, that an intimation 
to that effect be conveyed in polite terms to the Walsall 
Chamber. 


Tue Councit 


The Hon. Secretary read the following letter from 
the South Durham and North Yorkshire Veterinary 
Medical Association :— 


6 Park Terrace, Stockton-on-Tees. 
May 6th, 1896. 

Dear Sir,—If the members of your Association should 
meet before the election of the members of Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeon, will you 
kindly ask their votes in favour of Mr. J. E. Peele, who 
is seeking re-election as the nominee of this Association. 
We are anxious to secure his return, aud think that 
provincial veterinary surgeons are not so well repre- 
sented on the Council as they might be. Thanking you 
in anticipation, believe me, yours truly, 

W. Hon. See. 

Mr. Warrnasy wished to take this opportunity of 
saying how sorry he was that Mr. Carless was unable to 
come forward as the-nominee of this Association, as it 
would have been impossible to have found a better man 
to represent them on the Council. At the same time, 
he wished to thank them for the honour they had done 
him in nominating him (Mr. Wartnaby) for the position, 
and he could assure them that if elected, he would 
endeavour to carry out their wishes, and further thei 
interests and those of the profession generally. 

The PresipEnT said he might explain that at a special 
meeting, held in Birmingham, it was decided to nomi- 
uate Mr. Carless, of Stafford, and should he refuse, Mr. 
Wartnaby. Mr. Carless could not see his way to stand, in 
consequence of the illness of his son. 

The Hon. Secretary said he had received the fol- 
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Maidenhead. 

April 30th, 1896. 

My dear Sir,—Many thanks for your letter. Will you 

please convey to the members of the Midland my thanks 

for, and appreciation of, their very considerate view of 

my peculiar position this year. I value very highly the 

resolution passed, and should I again be returned to the 

Council I will endeavour to justify the confidence re- 
posed in me.—Believe me, yours faithfully, 

J. F. Simpson, 

The Hon. Secretary, after some further observations, 

moved that a similar letter be sent to the South Dur- 

ham and North Yorkshire Association as had been sent 

elsewhere, which was to the effect that this Association 

would support those candidates only who were in favour 


the higher standard of education. 


Mr. Patey seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The Hon. Secretary here stated that he sent a copy 
of the resolution to T'he Record, but the editor had left 
it out. The Veterinarian, on the other hand, asked for 
it by telegraph, and had published it. 

Professor PENBERTHY said the resolution would have 
a very great effect upon the election. Recently at the 
Central, the same resolution was adopted by 22 votes to 
8,and there was no doubt that it was the action of the 
Midland that enabled the Central to carry it in so 
forcible and emphatic a manner. If he might do a bit 
of electioneering, he would advise them to be careful 
what they were about. This was not a time for neutrality 
There was a big effort being made to break down the 
standard which had been working, and to take a retro- 
grade step would be the worst thing that they could do. 

The Hon. Secretary said he had still another letter 
to read, which was as follows :— 

Camden Town, N.W. 
May 5th, 1896. 

Dear Mr. Dawes,—Many thanks for your letter. I 
need hardly say that the action taken by the Midland 
gives me great satisfaction, as I believe it will have a 
powerful effect on the election.—Yours faithfully, 

J. McFapyean. 

The Hon. TrEasvuRER wanted to know whether the 
Hon. Secretary could give any explanation as to why the 
resolution on the examination question had not appeared 
in The Record. He thought Mr. Hunting ought to 
know that it had not escaped their notice. 

The Hon. Srecrertary said he sent a copy of the reso- 
lution to Mr. Hunting, and he received a reply on April 
30th, to say that it was too late for that week’s issue. 
He (the Hon. Secretary) was surprised that it was not 
inserted in the following week’s issue, and that was the 
reason he brought the matter forward. 

Mr. Gresine@s asked what the opposition scheme was. 

Professor PENBERTHY said he would try to explain, as 
briefly as possible. There was a resolution passed by the 
Council, in 1892, that after January 1st, 1893, the same 
certificate should be taken as by the General Medical 
Council. That they believed in most heartily, so that as 
far as general knowledge went there was absolute equality 
between the surgeon and the veterinary surgeon, and the 
latter could, if he chose, enter a medical school. That 
was the position they were in, but it had transpired in 
certain instances certificates had been received which 
would not have been received by the General Medical 
Council, and would not admit a man to study at the 
hospitals. He (the speaker) was on that side of the 
party who would not submit to that because it was 4 
retrograde step. : 

The PresipEnT said that for the information of those 
members who were not present at the recent special 
meeting of the Association, he might say that the great 
stress they laid upon the resolution was that all the sub- 
jects should be passed at one sitting. -" 

The Hon. TREASURER, reverting to The Record failing 


to publish the resolution, moved “ That the members of 
this Association regret the course pursued by the 
Editor of The Veterinary Record in not inserting the 
resolution (re education question) as requested, in The 
Veterinary Record,” 

This was seconded by the Hon. Secretary, and carried 
unanimously. 


THE QUESTION OF GRUNTING AND ITs RELATION TO 
SouNDNEss. 


The letter received from the Lincolnshire Association 
on the above topic, held over from the previous meeting, 
was brought forward for discussion. 

Mr. Jones did not think grunting was unsounduess. 
He only recently galloped a horse as much as he could, 
and, although with his hand he could make him grunt, 
the animal was nevertheless perfectly sound. It was 
a symptom which he did not like, but he could not de- 
scribe it as unsoundness. Horses grunted from so many 
causes. 

Mr. OLvER said he never advised anybody to buy a 
horse that grunted. If his client paid him to safeguard 
his interests, he did not think he would be doing his duty 
if he recommended him to buy a horse who sooner or 
later was sure to become a grunter. He scarcely ever 
wrote a certificate. When he examined a horse, he ad- 
vised a man to buy it or not, and immediately if a horse 
grunted he advised his clients to let it alone. He agreed 
with Mr. Jones that you could hardly describe grunting 
in itself as unsoundness, when a particular animal stands 
a hard test in its gallop. 

The PresipEntT thought the advice laid down by Prof. 
Brown when he was at College was worth remembering, 
and that was to describe anything as unsound that does 
now or may hereafter interfere with the animal’s useful- 
ness. If grunting was a premonitory symptom of some- 
thing else coming on, he thought it should be taken as an 
indication of unsoundness. 

Mr. Grppinas said he should never pass a grui.ter 
himself. 

Mr. GREEN begged to support Mr. Olver’s views. An 
owner wanted to know what the effect of grunting. would 
be, and the veterinary surgeon said it might turn out a 
whistler or a roarer. Then the owner said he would have 
nothing to do with it. He thought it was best not to 
give a certificate as the veterinary surgeon did not then 
leave himself open to criticism afterwards. 

Mr. Warrtnasy agreed to some extent with Mr. 
Jones, namely that they might find a horse grunt which 
was nevertheless perfectly sound, and no doubt there was 
a small percentage of those horses which remained 
sound, But, on the other hand, although a horse was 
sound in his wind, if he granted he should feel bound to 
dissuade his client from buying him, because he was 
so likely to become unsound afterwards. 

The Hon. Secretary begged to move that owing to 
the diversity of opinion which existed on the subject, the 
Lincolnshire Association be informed that it was im- 
possible for this Association to come to a definite conclu- 
sion upon it. 

Professor PeNBERTHY thought the chief difficulty lay 
in the definition of the word “sound.” All grunters 
were not bound to become roarers, and if a client asked 
his opinion about a horse, he gave him his guinea’s worth 
and no more. It was too much to ask a veterinary sur- 
geon to say that grunting was always a sign of unsound- 
ness. He agreed, however, that the majority of horses 
which grunted, would, before very long, become either 
whistlers or roarers, but not necessarily so. He shoul? 
be equally sorry to say that the horse was “sound.” it 
was an expression he did not recommend, 

Mr. Patey said he should like to be able to drop the 
word “sound.” and also avoid giving certificates, as Mr. 
Olver had said. By nine out of every ten it was regarded 


ibt- | 
l at 
nal 
| 
in | 
est 
7er 
rill 
by 
he | 
re- 
8), 
al. 
as 
D. 
2 - 
a- 
B- 
f 
d 
l 
{ 
i 


646 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fune 6, 1896 


as compulsory to give a certificate, but whenever he exam- 
ined a horse that grunted to any degree, he pronounced 
it unsound. It had been his experience that horses 
which grunted went wrong. 

Mr. GipBines seconded the Hon. Sec.’s motion which 
was carried unanimously. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. F. L. Goocu. 


Gentleman,—Before commencing my address allow me 
to express my thanks to the members of this Association 
for the honour they have conferred upon me in electing 
me as their president for the ensuing year. As I stated 
at our annual meeting, whilst feeling it a great honour, I 
also trust I shall not forget the responsibility that like- 
wise is attached to the office of president of such a large 
and influential association as the Midland Counties 
V.M.A. In looking over the long list of the names of 
men who have occupied this position before me, and re- 
cognising the high position they have brought this Asso- 
ciation to, I feel somewhat awed at the task before, but lL 
have this confidence that every member will stand by 
and assist me during my year of office, and I can assure 
you that I will use every endeavour to the best of my 
ability to make this year a success, and I trust that by 
our combined efforts the Association will lose none of its 
former lustre, and that no member will regret unani- 
mously electing me to be the senior officer of the year. 

I think you will agree with me that even if I had the 
ability, considering the important subjects for discussion 
it would be folly to give a lengthy inaugural address. It 
is customary at the commencement of the presidential 
year for the president tu give a reswme of what has taken 
place during the year, and to express his opinion on the 
current topics of his profession, and I think, gentlemen, 
ae will agree with me that the burning question of the 

our is the scholastic education of the veterinary stu- 
dent. Since our annnal meeting, as most of you are 
awale, a very animated discussion has taken place on this 
topic in the Council chamber, and at our special meeting 
in Birmingham we passed a unanimous resolution in 
favour of higher education. Iam sorry and surprised to 
find some of our leading men in the profession taking a 
different view by wishing to lower the educational stand- 
ard, particularly as these men are among the foremost 
who have striven to elevate the veterinary surgeon in 
the eyes of the public generally, more especially in re- 
ee to the treatment served out to the profession by 
the Board of Agriculture. I trust no effort will be spared 
by this Association to assist the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
in keeping to the higher standard of education equal to 
that of the medical profession. When we remember that 
only a few years back men could enter our colleges and 
with only aslight smattering of education, and with what 
result, in the first place they had great difficulty in their 
study for the professional examinations to obtain suffi- 
cient scientific knowledge to enable them to obtain their 
diplomas, and when they had gained their diploma and 
sought to earn their living in the pursuit of their pro- 
fession they found it still more difficult to compete with 
men who were more fortunate in their educational at- 
tainments, and I contend that with the additional advan- 
tages of School Boards, technical instruction classes, &c., 
the veterinary surgeon of the future must of necessity be 
well educated. 

Whilst knowing that too much was placed upon the 
student in preparing for his exams. under the old system 
of three years, and being quite in favour of the four years 
course of study, I think that if a certain time of compul. 
sory pupilage had been enforced before allowing a stu- 
dent to present himself for his matriculation examination 


it would have been beneficial to the student as well as 
raising the standard of our profession generally, for we 
must admit that there are many men, well up in theory, 
granted diplomas, who would be totally unfit to act as a 
locum tenens in a country practice immediately after ob- 
taining their diplomas. That with the higher advantages 
the veterinary student has of acquiring scientific know- 
ledge, and the searching examination enforced by the 
R.C.V.S., I trust the time is not far distant when we 
shall be able to find men in our own profession fully 
qualified to perform the duties of examiner in every 
branch of science for which we have at the present time: 
to elect members of the sister profession to undertake 
that duty. Doubtless some will ask the question, Will it 
pay? Will it answer for a gentleman to give his son a 
good education, send him to college for four years or 
more, and in some instances serve a pupilage with a 
veterinary surgeon, and after all this expense and time 
to be able only to command an income of £300 or £400 
per annum. I should meet this question by asking 
another: Which will stand the better chance of earning 
a livelihood in the future, the man who is well educated 
or the man who is not? Why should not our profession 
have as high social standing as the medical and other pro- 
fessions ? Why should our fees be lower and therefore 
our income less? I am aware that every man who enters 
the profession cannot command a large practice, but do 
they in other professions? I believe that the position 
the veterinary surgeon has advanced to in the Army is- 
to a large extent brought about by the higher standard 
of education being set the veterinary student, and the 
improved position the veterinary surgeon now holds in 
the A.V.D., will and ought to be in my opinion comman- 
ded by the veterinary surgeon out of the Army. 

I was pleased to see that at the last Council meeting 
of the R.C.V.S. a deputation was appointed to again con- 
fer with the President of the Board of Agriculture, re 
the getting back of the old name of Veterinary Depart- 
ment, and | trust that their efforts will have the desired 
effect. Ithink the new regulations extended to veterin- 
ary surgeons during the last few months, whereby the 
decision of the local veterinary surgeon as to whether 
swive fever does or dogs not exist on the premises in- 
spected, and other duties relegated to veterinary surgeons 
which were previously performed by the travelling in- 
spectors, is a step in the right direction, and serves to 
show that the Board of Agriculture has found out that 
the services of the veterinary surgeon cannot, nor ought 
to be, dispensed with in carrying out the Contagious. 
Diseases (Animals) Act. Under the old system of the 
Veterinary Department such scourges as cattle plague, 
foot-and-mouth disease, pleuro-pneumonia &c., have been 
successfully combatted and stamped out, and I am of the 
opinion thatif the old system had been adhered to swine 
fever would have been eradicated and without costing the 
country nearly £200,000. 

Duripg the past year or two the profession has made 
rapid strides in scientific research, particularly in that 
branch of research—bacteriology—which only a few years 
back was scarcely taught in any of our schools. Now 
with the aid of mallein, tuberculin, and other allied 
serums we are enabled to diagnose with certainty and 
successfully combat, two at least of the diseases which 
commit such ravages amongst our cattle and horses, par- 
ticularly in our large towns, and I think if these methods 
of diagnosis were properly carried out tuberculosis and 
glanders would, like foot-and-mouth disease and pleuro- 
pneumonia, be entirely stamped out. Again, during the 
past year | believe the bacillus causing swine fever has 
been found and demonstrated, and I am pleased to say by 
an eminent member of our profession in England. I[ 
hope that the “ Steel Memorial” and “ Jubilee Memor- 
ial’’ will be so used by our Council that it may act as an 
inpetus to other aspiring members of our profession to 
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make further bacteriological research, so that the patho- 
logy of some of the other diseases of animals may be pro- 
perly demonstrated. 

There is another subject that I should like briefly to 
mention, that is advertising. By the efforts of the 
Registration Committee a great many empirics have been 
dealt with, aud before long we shall have none but fully 
qualified members allowed to practice any branch of 
veterinary science, and I hope with that advance adver- 
tising will be a thing of the past. I certainly think that 
it is very derogatory for any members of the profession 
to advertise, particularly nostrums &c. in local papers. 
We country practitioners have much to contend with, 
what with chemists, empirics and wholesale veterinary 
medicine vendors, whose medicines &c. we see in almost 
every stable and cowshed into which we are called to treat 
animals. 

There is another contention which I consider an evil, 
viz., the way in which veterinary certificates are granted 
to pupils at our agricultural Colleges. Only the other 
day a gentleman, a client of mine, was highly delighted, 
and justly so too, in showing me two certificates which 
his son had gained at one of our agricultural Colleges, 
stating that he had passed with honours in veterinary 
science. I think these certificates are so worded as to be 
misleading to many gentlemen as to the qualification of 
the owner of such certificate, and I am certain they mis- 
lead many of the young gentlemen who possess such 
—- as to their ability in the treatment of 
disease. 


At the close of the address, the Hon. Sec. moved that 
the thanks of the Association be tendered to the president 
for his address, together with a request that he would 
allow it to be published in the journals. This was seconded 
by Mr. Green and cordially agreed to. 


Jornt DisEAsEs IN YouNG ANIMALS. 


Discussion was resumed upon the paper read by Pro- 
fessor Penberthy at the previous meeting. 

Mr. WartnaBy led off. He understood Professor Pen- 
berthy to say that he was of opinion that this disease was 
due wholly to septic trouble in the navel. He quite 
agreed with the Professor that a very large number of 
cases of joint-evil did proceed from the navel, but at the 
same time there were cases which had nothing to do with 
it. Where the disease manifested itself in the first week 
or ten days the probability in his mind was that it was 
due to septic trouble proceeding from the navel. If it 
was not due to that it would be very hard to prove what 
it was due to. But there were cases which cropped up 
sometimes when the foal was a month old. During that 
time the navel had had time to get well and had got well. 
Those cases, or the majority of them, would hang on for 
some time, breaking out first in one joint and then in 
another. He did not believe the origin of the case was 
the same in these cases asin the others. He was inclined 
to regard it as being of a rheumatoid character produced 
from other causes. He had seen that sort of thing in 
sheep. He did not know whether Professor Penberthy 
intended them to believe that this disease in every 
animal was due to the same cause, but if so, certainly 
with regard to sheep, he did not altogether agree with 
him. Many years ago he saw a number of cases in sheep 
and he, in his simplicity, attributed it tothe rain. With 
regard tc the treatment, if it was a fact that the disease 
was due to septic trouble from the navel, there should be 
very few cases going about now. By proper treatment 
with antiseptics, they ought to be able either to con- 
siderably reduce it or altogether dispose of it. He be- 
lieved very good results had been obtained from repeated 
dressings with antiseptics at the navel for a week or a 
fortnight after the animal is born. 


Mr. OLVER said that since the last meeting he was 
sorry to say he had had a larger experience in joint ill 
in young foals than he had ever known. For what 
reason he was unable to explain, but in one shire stud 
four out of five foals, all foaled in different boxes, an 
under sufficient care, had had joint-ill, He understood 
Professor Penberthy to say he did not believe in rheu- 
matism. 

Professor PENBERTHY (interrupting) said that Mr. 
Olver had misunderstood him ; he did believe in it. 

Mr. OLVER apologised for his mistake, and went on to 
say that in a particularly low-lying district which he re- 
membered, rheumatism was one of the most common 
affections among young foals. 

Mr. BurcuNact had not much to add with regard to 
joint ill. He had an idea of his own, although he quite 
agreed with the septic navel theory. He had always had 
an idea there was a remedy. He had never found a case 
yet but what has had an open navel. He thought they 
should take the foal from the mare as soon as possible 
and feed it on two parts cow’s milk and one part water, 
sweetened with a litile sugar. They were no trouble 
whatever in rearing. 

Mr. GREEN agreed with Professor Penberthy. There 
were cases in which it was very difficult to convince our- 
selves that septic contamination had been the cause of 
the disease, but his idea was that in some animals after 
the micro-organisms had gained entrance to the system, 
the body was not so susceptible to the mischief as in 
other animals. They resisted the power of the organisms 
for a time, and thus the disease did not show itself so 
quickly in some animals as in others. He could not be- 
lieve in the theory that it was due to heredity. He had 
adopted Professor Penberthy’s form of treatment for 
some years, and had found it successful. He himself had 
witnessed a case of rheumatism. 

Mr. Kipp believed that the disease was often trans- 
mitted to the foal by a mother through the milk. He 
thought the same argument applied to lambs, and it 
often arose through the ewes feeding on food cropped 
over and over again. He would like to support his 
theory by stating that he had had foals four months old 
before they exhibited the symptoms. He must admit 
he had not been very successful in the treatment. 

The PresIvENT, in closing the discussion, was pleased 
it had such an interesting turn. He was also very much 
obliged to Professor Penberthy for having kindly paid 
them asecond visit. He was quite of his opinion that 
the cases they got as joint-ill in young foals were almost 
entirely due to septic poisoning. As regarded rheuma- 
tism he was of the same opinion as Mr, Olver. He hada 
farm or two lying very low indeed, and he had witnessed 
the affection in yearlings and even two year-olds, He 
had noticed that when they had an extraordinary strong 
foal born, and had some trouble in stopping the hzemor- 
rhage, a certain amount of the poison was introduced into 
the system from the hands of the man who tried to tie 
the umbilical cord. He believed that was not an uncom- 
mon cause of joiut-ill. 

Professor PENBERTHY, in replying to the discussion, 
said when he accepted Mr. Wartnaby’s invitation to come 
down to the Midlands he knew he would be treated with 
kindness, but that was not what he wanted so far as his 
remarks. He did not want any leniency from them but 
simply their candid views on the subject, whether they 
agreed with his views or not. He confessed to having 
laid himself open to a charge of having attempted to open 
up a subject which could not be dealt with at one meet- 
ing of any society. It was his intention to emphasise the 
matter which had aroused the greatest interest, and th t 
was ordinary joint-ill, but his remarks on other matters 
affecting the joints certainly were not sufficiently explicit 
to convey the proper ideas which he held on the subject. 
He had heard Captain Smith say that he did not agree 
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that horses were subject to rheumatism, but he (Prof. 
Penberthy) had evidence that such was the case. How- 
ever, he thought the tendency was to show that the num- 
ber of cases originally put down to rheumatism were 
getting less and less. Rheumatic was a very convenient 
term, which they sometimes used when they could use no 
other. They generally applied the term to anything of a 
rheumatic nature. It sounded well, and there was a 

ood deal of indefiniteness about it.. As regarded joint- 
ill, whether in foals or lambs, he thought they were all 
agreed that it was a disease in which there was nearly 
always appreciable suppuration int which pus was pro- 
duced. He should like to state that when there was pus 
there were micro-organisms, and an opening in the belly 
was a most likely place for them to enter. The very 
anatomy afforded plenty of evidente that the micro- 
organisms entered at the navel. It was rare, but it did 
occur sometimes that the suppuration at the navel was 
stopped, and he should say that the largest number of 
cases of joint-ill which he had seen had been in animals 
with apparently healthy navels, but that experience 
might not be the experience of another person, because 
there was no rule for it so far as he could see. He ad- 
mitted the possibility that the micro-organism need not 
necessarily enter at the navel, but he did not agree with 
Mr. Kidd that it went in through the milk. He believed 
an animal became infected in a large number of cases at 
the navel almost as soon as the animal was born. That 
was why he objected to the man having so much to do 
with the birth. In the case of lambs he believed the 
shepherd was the most common carrier of the disease. In 
an outbreak at Oxford, to which he was called, and in 
which 300 lambs were affected, it was pretty clearly 
proved that the man had done all the mischief. He 
thought the remarks made by Mr. Green were very 
feasible. He had seen joint-ill in yearlings over and 
over again, and for some reason or other the micro- 
organism’s power must have been held in abeyance, or it 
had developed very slowly. There was some action of 
the animal’s which hindered its development, but when 
the animal happened to become at all debilitated, it 
developed faster. He should not like to state that joint- 
ill was not amenable to treatment, but he did not think 
it was easily dealt with, and his object in bringing the 
matter before this Association was more to express his 
views as to how the thing could be prevented. As to the 
treatment, he believed they knew as much about that as 
he did himself, and perhaps a little more, as cases often 
wanted dealing with on their individual merits. 


Votes or THANKs. 


The PrResIDENT proposed a vote of thanks to Prof. 
Penberthy for the very able manner in which he had 
brought the subject forward and also for his kindness in 
coming to their meetings twice in succession. This was 
seconded by Mr. Wartuaby and heartily carried, Prof. 
Penberthy gracefully acknowledging the compliment. 

A vote of thanks was also passed, on the motion of Mr. 
Olver, seconded by Mr. Jones, to the President for his 
services in the chair. 

The members, in accordance with custom, had tea to- 
gether under Mr. Gooch’s presidency, before departing 


for their respective homes. 
H. J. Dawes, Hon. See. 


A Curtous Incipent.—As Galeazzo stood in the unsad- 
dling enclosure, while his jockey weighed in, it was noticed 
that he carried no plates on his fore-feet. He had started 
with the four plates all right. but pulled the front ones off 
in running. A messenger had to be sent into the town to 
get some fresh plates before the horse was allowed to walk 


home. 


INSPECTION OF DAIRIES. 


The value of a veterinary officer is suggested by the 
following circular letter issued as a guide to dairy- 
men :-— 

Honiton Town Hatt, 
Sanitary DEPARTMENT. 
Sir, 

I beg leave to draw your attention to the followin 
regulations, the due observance of which is conside 
necessary by the Town Council for the proper conduct of 
a dairy in the Borough. 

Water Supply.—The water supply must be sufficient 
and free from contamination; to ensure this, whenever 
practicable, the town supply should be laid on. 

Drainage, éc.—The floor should be of some impervious 
material such as cement ; the drains must be properly 
trapped and regularly flushed, and where possible an open 
gutter should be used communicating with a gulley out- 
side and at least two feet from the dairy. 

Lighting and ventilation.—The lighting and ventilation 
of the dairy must be such as to keep it as light, fresh, 
and cool as possible and the walls and ceiling should be 
covered with glazed or impervious material or lime washed 
at least twice a year. 

Storage of Milk.—The dairy must be used for the stor- 
age of milk and butter only ; meat, fish, vegetables, etc., 
must on no account be kept in the dairy, as their pre- 
sence is very injurious to the milk, and the common 
practice of keeping such things in the dairy cannot be 
too strongly condemned. 

Cleansing of Cowsheds.—Cowsheds should be lime 
washed twice a year, and the cribs, mangers, etc., thor- 
oughly scoured and washed at the same time, the sheds 
should be cleaned out twice a day and the drains fre- 
quently flushed, and at least once a week flushed with 
some inodorous disinfectant such as Condy’s fluid. 

Pigs.—Pigs may not be kept in a cowshed, and it is. 
very desirable that they should be kept as far as possible 
from cowsheds or milk stores. 

Personal Cleanliness.--The strictest personal cleanli- 
ness is most desirable on the part of those engaged in 
milking and dairywork, and the hands and arms of those 
who milk should be washed with soap and water before 
commencing. 

Iilness.—Any case of disease affecting any person hand- 
ling milk should at once be notified to a doctor and the 
person must not on any account milk or handle the milk 
or vessels unless permitted to do so by the medical 
attendant, and no person attending any one suffering 
from infectious disease must be allowed to handle milk 
or vessels, or attend to the dairy in any way. 

Illness of Cattle—Any case of disease in the cows 
should at once be treated by a veterinary surgeon and 
the milk of the affected animal may not be used or sold 
so long as she is unwell except for pigs or other animals 
in which case it must be boiled before use. 

The Town Council are empowered by the Dairies, 
Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order of 1885 to retuse to 
register any person who fails to comply with their re- 
gulations or to remove such persons name from the 
register and prohibit him from selling milk within the 
Borough. 

Fras, Evetyn Puace, M.R.C.V.S., Inspector. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from The London Gazette, Tuesday, June 2nd: 

Vet.-Major W. Walker is placed on retired pay. 

A. C. Wilson, gent., to be Vet.-Lieutenant, in success- 
ion to Vet.-Major W. Walker. . 
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At the Levée held ou Monday, June 1st, at St. James’s | 30th askin i i 

g me to convene a special meeting, “ - 
Palace by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, K.G., on behalf | sider the recent action of the eeu with = Rito sl 
of her Majesty, the following presentations to the Prince | acceptance of educational certificates from students pre- 
of Wales were made, the names having been previously | senting themselves for examination in Scotland.” That 
left at the Lord Chamberlain’s Office and submitted for | 1 received on 30th April. I at once left my practice and 


her Majesty’s approval :— within an hour or two came to th 
-Lieut. William 0. C. Dawson, by Director-General | Solicitor, and ascertained from him the 
which I could possibly hold a meeting. At th 
Vet.-Maj. T. Flintoff 2nd Life Guards, on promotion, | time, on that day I gave instructions to the Recsetenn ee 
by the Gold Stick in Waiting. ; }repare the usual advertisements it is necessary should 
Vet.-Capt. George C. O Fowler, by Director-General, | :ippear in certain papers. So far as I know those instruc- 
A.V.D. tions were carried out; at any rate, [ left the College 


Vet.-Capt. John Finlayson, by Director-General, | believing that I had done my duty. The requisition was. 
A.V.D., , dated on the 29th April; but, as you will readily under- 
Veterinary-Capt. Gerald H. Fenton, by Director- | stand, no one can act upon a requisition until he has 


General A.V.D. s2en it, and I was not aware that it had been i 
Vet.-Lieut. Robert H. Holmes, by Director-General | it reached my hands. I wish to make this sautadiies 
AV.D., | : because although it is not a subject for discussion nor do 
Vet.-Lieut. John D. E. Holmes, by Director-General | I ask for any proposition upon it, I do want to clearly 
A.V.D. ; let you understand that I have not done what has been 
Vet.-Lieut. John H. Jackson, by Director-General | laid to my charge, viz.: thwarted you in the holding of 
A.V.D. . : this meeting earlier. It has been stated that although 
Veterinary-Lieut.-Col. James Kettle, on promotion, | I received this requisition on the 30th April it was com- 
by Directcr-General, A.V.D. petent for me to hold this special meeting on May 4th 
Vet.-Lieut. Thomas E, W. Lewis, by Director-General, | and it was further stated that it was rather a dishonour. 
A.V.D. ; + able course on my part to allow the meeting to be held 
Vet.-Lieut. William M. Millar, by Director-General, | after that date. 
A.V.D. Mr. P. 8S. Dotnar: I think all this matter should 


come before the meeting which is to be held afterwards. 
The PreEsipENT: Please do not interrupt. (Cries of 


Tue Came. Corps. “chair” and “order, order.”) I am endeavouring to 
The special correspondent of The British Medical explain to you why yon are called to-day to attend two 
Journal writes from Wady Halfa :— meetings instead of one. 


“In the 1884 expedition the loss of camel life was very; _ Mr. P. 8. Dottar: Do not mix up the two meetings. 
great, and, apart from the absolute loss of life, there was! must protest against this. 
an enormous loss of efficiency, due to sore backs, the | The PrestpEnt : I have here a letter from Mr. That- 
result of the officers and men in charge of the animals | cherconfirming my view as to the course I took. The 
not understanding them or,notknowing how to load them. | ®tliest safe day on which to call a meeting would be 
Since then numerous varieties and modifications of pack | May 26th, but [ had the convenience of the whole mem- 


saddles have been tried. The one that has given the | bers of the profession to consider, and not merely the 
convenience of some who lived within a stone’s throw 


best results, and which is now in use, was introduced by | 
Veterinary-Captain Griffith, E.A. In its construction | of the College. What would you gentlemen who have 


special attention has been bestowed on the manner of | come from every part of the kingdom say to-day to me 
distribution of the weight on the camel’s back, so as to | had I called a special general meeting for that date and 


produce as even a pressure as possible in a longitudinal | at the same time summoned you to attend the annual 
direction, and, by careful shaping and padding, to avoid | general meeting on 3rd June? That, gentlemen, was my 
the direct vertical pressure on the transverse spinous | sole reason for calling the meeting on this day, I thought 
/and trusted that it would be convenient to everybody. 


rocesses of the lumbar vertebree. The result has so far | 
tom most satisfactory, and “sore backs” are few and Having given that explanation I will now call upon the 
. Secretary to read the notice convening the meeting. 


The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 
On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 
the minutes of the last annual general meeting were 
Royal College ot taken as read and confirmed. 
Veterinary Surgeons. SCRUTINEER’s Report. 


The Presipent: I have now to present to you the 


The 53rd Annual General Meeting of the College was scrutineers’ report on the election. The following geu- 
held at 10 Red Lion Square, on Wednesday, June 3rd, | tlemen have been elected to the Council for 1896. Prof. 
1896. Mr. James F. simpson, president, in the chair. |McFadyean, 1,26); Mr. Lawson, 1,235; Mr. Elphick, 

The Presipent: Gentlemen, | desire to welcome you 1,176; Mr. Mulvey, 1,189 ; Mr. Lambert, 1,090; Mr. 
this morning to our 53rd annual meeting. The business Villar, 1,002 ; Professor Shave, 987; Mr. Simpson, 981 ; 
which will be transacted at the meeting is pretty fairly Mr. Peele, 968 ; Mr. Wartnaby, 856 ; and Captain Butler, 
laid out in the Annual Report which has been sent to 831. Those are the elected candidates. The non-elected 
you all. On reviewing the work of the Council you may | are Messrs. Almond, Hunting, McCall, Hurndall, Thomp- 
possibly be pleased to notice that we have at least had a/son, Clarkson, Hutton and De Jong. The report is 
hard year with plenty of work, and that the members of | signed by the scrutineers, and I declare the names of 


the Council have attended fairly regularly to the duties | those gentlemen | first mentioned to be duly elected. 
| As you are aware, in the usual course you will o) y 


which you expect them to perform. It may be in the ; 
minds of mane of you that it is rather easton having ‘have to proceed to the election of eight members of 
two meetings upon one day, and I should like to have Council, but three extra vacaucies have occurred in con- 

4 You | sequence of the resignation of certain members, There 


the opportunity of explaining to you why it is so. , 
are a chet, a eaulilion at sent 4 me on April will, therefore, have to be a draw for the members 
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amongst the 11 elected as to who shall take the place of 
those who have resigned, viz. Prof. McFadyean, Mr. 
Mulvey and Mr. Hunting. 

The draw was then taken with the following result : 
Mr. Peele to take the place of Professor McFadyean, 
Mr. Mulvey his own place, and Mr. Lawson Mr. Hunt- 
ing’s place, 

On the motion of Mr. Elphick, seconded by Mr. Kidd, 
the scrutineers’ report was received. 

On the motion of Mr. Hunting, seconded by Mr. 
Bell, a vote of thanks was accorded to the scrutineers for 
their services. 


THE ReEpoxt. 


The PresipENT: I now beg to propose that the annual 
report and balance sheet be received and adopted. > 

Mr. Witson : I beg to second the motion. 

Mr. J. A. W. Dottar: Before proceeding I should 
like to ask a question. The report was preceded by an 
explanation from yourself, sir, and if 1 may be permitted 
to say so, a very desirable one. 

The Presipent: I must rule that no discussion 
except upon matters in the annual report can take 

lace. 
' Mr. Dotiar: Then I put it to you! Do you refuse 
to permit me to ask a question which is absolutely 
necessary in order that the members may form a proper 
and just judgment of the correctness of the explanation 
you have tendered ? 

The Presipent: I say as Chairman [ was entitled to 
explain to the members why they were called together to 
attend two meetings. Any other discussion until we 
hold the special meeting must arise entirely out of this 
report. That is my ruling. ii 

Mr. Dottar: Then I have no remark to make at the 

resent time, but I did think your sense of justice would 
cn allowed me to point out a very remarkable and 
important omission which you have made. 

Mr. Rogers: Ou previous occasions the financial 
year appears to have ended on the 31st of March, but I 
notice in the present year our financial year ends on the 
7th of April. I think under the bye-law 16 the financial 
statement shall be made up to the first of April. I only 
ask this question to see whether the financial statement 
is in order. We caunot nave one financial year with 
tifty-two weeks, and another financial year with fifty- 
three weeks. 

Mr. Wrage: This balance sheet is made up to the 
31st of March, but the printed balance sheet which was 
sent out is dated April 7th. It was first taken by the 
auditors as April 7th, because the fees which were re- 
ceived and which go into this balance sheet giving the 
3lst of March do not appear in the bank book until 
April 7th. 

Mr. Roaers: Then I take it that this is incorrect and 
that it should be really the 3lst of March. 

Prof. PenpertHy: After the ruling of the President 
on the explanation he has made I, without the slightest 
desire to disturb this meeting, enter my protest and 
leave the meeting. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Huntina: The meeting will not be able to go on! 
(Laughter ) 

[Professor Penberthy then withdrew from the Council 
Chamber. | 

Professor McFapyean : I do not think this is quite a 
laughable matter, although Mr. Hunting seems to think 
that it is. 1 have been endeavouring to take a perfectly 
unbiassed view of the situation, and while nothing would 
be further from my thoughts than to accuse the Presi- 
dent of abusing the position of the Chair, I do distinctly 
think that in this case he has made a slight error of 
judgment. 

The PrestipeNT: I have already ruled that nothing 
ean be discussed unless it arises out of this report. 


There will be ample opportunity for you to make any 
remarks you may wish later on. 

Professor McFapyEAn: I would suggest that you re- 
consider your decision. 

The Presiwent: No, sir. 

Professor McFapygean: Then I also shall leave the 
meeting. 

Mr. Guover: I desire to call the attention of the 
members of the profession to the action the Council has 
taken in respect to advertisements. I am desirous that 
the Committee, or rather the Council, should re-consider 
Bye-law 113. I should like some sort of undertaking 
that a little further consideration will be given by the 
Registration Committee tu that Bye-law. 

The PrestpENT: I think that is clearly a matter that 
may be considered as arising out of the report, but it 
would be convenient to take the matter after the report 
has been discussed. 

Mr. HurnpaL.: I see no notice in the accounts as to 


Medicire. 

Mr. Wrage: That £100 is contained in the amounts, 
“‘ sundry liabilities £372 93. 9d.”” The cheque has been 
sent, and we have received an acknowledgment of it. 

Mr. Hugnpati: Then I consider that this is a ve 
careless manner of keeping accounts. (Hear, hear.) 
notice, however, that the minor sum of £50, which has 
been granted to the Farriers, is put down in bold letters, 
and | do not see why the same was not done with regard 
to the grant to the Institute of Preventive Medicine. I 
must say I think it is a very unsatisfactory state of 
things. 

Mr. Wrace: I may mention that I am not responsi- 
ble for this balauce sheet, excepting to produce the 
figures to the auditors—the auditors are entirely respon- 
sible for it. There are one or two remarks about the 
balance sheet which I should like to make. I admit, as 
my friend Mr. Hurndall has said, that it does appear 
to be an unsatisfactory state of things, but I should 
like to point out that in 1895 we withdrew £500 from 
our account and turned it into consols. At Christmas 
the prcfits from the examinations, instead of being £534, 
as they were in December, 1895, only amounted to £270. 
That was a siate of affairs, which neither the Finance 
‘Committee, nor the treasurer could know by intuition, 
In consequence of the falling off of the income we had 
not mouvey enough to meet our liabilities on the 31st 
March, and we were obliged to sell out £300 of that 
£500 of consols. In passing I may remark that we 
made a profit of £12 out of the transaction. In 
consequence of the death of one of the trustees, Mr. 
Lowe, we were unable to effect the transfer from consols 
to the banking account, and therefore it has made this 
balance sheet look very much worse than it teally is. 
The outstanding cheques, amounting to £624, are for 
salaries, examination fees, examiners’ travelling ex- 
penses, and the expenses of the examinations in London 
and int Scotland. The “ sundry liabilities ”” which amount 
to £372 are for delegates’ travelling expenses, rates and 
taxes, the half-yearly grant to Mr. Coates, printing, sta- 
tionery, law expenses, coals, the grant to the Institute of 
Preventive Medicine, and the grant to the Jubilee 
Memorial fund. 

Mr. Hurnpatt: | must say I do not consider our 
Treasurer’s explanation is at all satisfactory. My ques- 
tion had not reference to where the money had come 
from. I asked the simple question, Why was it not 
fully explained that the £100 grant to the Institute of 
Preventive Medicine was not distinctly set out. I look 
at it as a piece of carelessness. (Hear, hear.) Mr. 
Wragg informs us that he did not prepare the accounts, 
but that the auditors did. That, I think, is a singular 


reversal of things. So far as 1 have had any experience 
in the matter, auditors look over other people’s figures, 


£100, which was voted to the Institute of Preventive ’ 
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and see if they are correct. 
r. Wraae: I said [ was not responsible f 
in which this balance sheet was Poe wantis 
Mr. Hurwpatt: | have been accustomed to figures 
and accounts and [ have never heard of auditors being 
expected ‘to draw up the balance sheet. They simply 
vouch for the correctness of the figures or otherwise as 
the case. may be. Inasmuch as the responsibility is 
thrown on the auditors it reflects upon them, and I must 
say I do not think they are to blame for seeing that such 
an important matter as this was properly laid before us. 
How are we to know where our funds go? We do not 
doubt your honesty and integrity, but we have a perfect 
right to know what has become of sucha large sum as 
this. Moreover, those who are in favour of giving 
nts to institutions of this description would like to 
now that the money has gone to them. We are told 
that the amount is included in the £372 odd “sundry 
liabilities.” That is a very large sum. 
The PresipentT: I may point out that the report 


I cannot accept Mr. 


states “ in addition to the grant of £100 to the funds of | 


this Society made last year a sum of about £80 has been 
contributed, for a like object, by the various veterinary 


| 


we will say, advertising occasionally for some years, it is- 
not pleasant for him to get asolicitor’s letter forbidding 
him to do so again. That solicitor's letter is absolutely 
unnecessary because the same end might be attained 
by a letter from the Secretary. When | pointed this: 
fact out to the Council Professor McFadyean said that 
that was of no importance whatever, but I say that it 
makes all the difference. Take the case of any trades- 
man’s bill. If your tailor sends you an account and asks 
for a cheque it is a natural proceeding ; but if instead of 
doing that he sends you a solicitor’s letter, it sets your 
back up and you wonder why in the world he should 
have sent it. Exactly the same thing holds good with 
our Council. I think it would be well in future if the 
Secretary wrote drawing the man’s attention to what he 
was duing, and point out that it is against our rules 
instead of at once sending him a letter from the lawyar. 
Now I come to another point which is a matter of com- 
parative uvimportance—I mean comparative when we 
compare it with other things such as the alteration 
of bye-laws or the question of veterinary education or 
such-like important matters. Not one word have we 
heard today except from Mr. Ward as to relative 
positions of veterinary surgeons and the State. I 


medical societies.” We see your point. Do you make cannot help thinking that there is no more important 


any motion upon it ? : 

Mr. Hurnpatt: No; I merely wished to draw atten- 
tion to the loose way in which the matter has been dealt 
with. 

Mr. Warp: With regard to the deputation to the 
Board of Agriculture I should like to say that I think 
that the restoration of the name “ Veterinary Depart- 
ment ’’ is most satifsactory, if it carries with it its old 
characteristics ; but if itis merely granted as a policy 
to satisfy the irritation of agriculturists aud the annoy- 
ance to which they have been subject, or out of any 
respect to the profession I don’t think it will be much 
credit to us. The report states that Mr. Cope will be 
recognised as the Chief Veterinary Inspector. We all 


know that since Professor Brown resigned Mr. Cope has 
‘invented some fiction, we will call it, by way of explain- 


been Chief Veterinary Officer of the Department and 
has acted as such. The way it is worded in the report 
leads us to believe that Mr. Cope has received some 
special appointment. I should like to know whether 
Mr. Cope is really the head of the department, or 
whether we are in the position we always were, and that 


| 


thing for us to recognise than the position given 
to us by the State. If I am right in imagining 
that | must say that the profession is remarkably lethar- 
gic. It never occurred to me until this moment that 
perhaps what is wanted is an anonymous circular with 
a few black lines on it to waken them up, and then at 
any rate there are 1,200 mostly unheard of men, who 
will respond at once. Concerning the British Institute 


of Preventive Medicine I quite agree with Mr. Hurndall 


that there is a good deal to find fault with in the Coun- 


cil’s behaviour on this point. It is about a year since 
this sum was granted and | think | am right in saying 


that it has not yet been paid. Six months ago |! was 


asked by the British Institute when it was going to be 
paid. 1 told them, immediately after Christmas, and | 


ing why it had not been paid before. 
The PresipEnt: Allow me to correct you at once. I 


am told that it has been paid, and that we have an 


acknowledgement 


from the President, Sir Joseph 


Lister. 


gentleman is merely an underling. Certain responsi-_ 
bilities have been thrown upon local veterinary surgeons. | 


Orders have to be carried out by lay inspectors. We 
know that this was the failure of the Gardner adminis- 
tration. It was the want of intelligence in scientific 
knowledge which really caused the evil that has been 
complained of. About 18 months ago several letters 
appeared in The Veterinaary Record complaining about it, 
It seems to me that we shall simply have to try to keep 
the barrel full of success, while at the same time we have 
no control overapy of the leaks, or the rottenness at 
the bottom of it. I should like to know Mr. Cope’s 
position. 

Mr. Giover: I think some members would like to 
have a little explanation of the withdrawal of the Veteri. 
nary College from the Farriers’ scheme, reference to 
which has been made in the report. 

Mr. Huntinc: There are one or two remarks, Mr. 
President, which I should like to make. Reference is 


Mr. Huntina: Very well. Then again, up to the 
commencement of that remarkable era of the last three 
weeks, a great deal of attention was paid tu bursaries, 
scholarships and that sort of thing, but those are mat- 
ters of little importance compared with education ques- 
tions. The profession seems to me somehow or other to 
start athing in a hurry one day and forget all about it 
until someone else reminds it that such and such a 
matter was brought up a year or two before. The last 
novelty fetches them and distracts their attentiou from 
everything else. There is the Steel Memorial. After 
some five or six years we managed to get a medal to com- 
memorate Steel, and to try and give a little acknowledg- 
ment to those men who have dove something for veterin- 
ary science, veterinary art, or the veterinary profession 
generally. That I think is worth noting. Then there 
is the Jubilee Memorial. Not a word have we heard 
about that to-day. I think this looks like being the 


biggest thing in the way of scholarships that has ever 


made in the report to the Registration Committee, and | 


the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. I have nothing but 
good to say of the work done by the Registration Com- 
mittee, so far as the time they have spent and the 
intelligence they have brought to bear on the cases, aud 
the just way in which they have handled them, 
think a little more courtesy might be shown by the 
mittee to those members of the profession, who unfort 
nately, at times, have erred. To aman, who has been, 


been done by the profession. It also has been swamped 
for the latest novelty. A question has been asked about 
the Worshipful Company of Farriers. I think | may 
take upon myself to answer that. For some two or thr: > 


_years this meeting, or at any rate a little section of it, 


but I do has gone out of its ! 
com- | the connection of this profession with the farriers. T 
u- | Worshipful Company of Farriers, whilst acknowledging 


way to make itself awkward about 
The 


‘the help they derive from the veterinary profession and 
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the Royal Agricultural Society for some years at the 
commencement, have arrived at the conclusion that per- 
haps they had better continue the work off their own 
bat, and they therefore had a meeting and submitted a 
new scheme to the Worshipful Company of Farriers, and 
the new scheme suggested dropping its connection with 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and the Royal 
Agricultural Society. Both bodies I believe were aware 
of it and assented to it. The -Worshipful Company of 
Farriers now own their Registration scheme themselves. 
There is one other point to which I should like to refer. 
You will have noticed that there has been a falling off 
in the funds, That falling off in the funds I believe is 
entirely due to our four years course which is more 
expensive than the three years’ course. The last exami- 
nations showed a remarkable falling off, but [ hardly 
think we need take that as a criterion of what will 
happen again, This March examination is an out-of 

date examination that will probably not be required 
again. It is owing to the adoption of a long holiday 
in between what used to be the winter session, and the 
curiously ingenious way in which the schools have turned 
the thirty weeks into a summer and winter session. 
What the two long holidays are for I cannot tell. There 
appears to be a virtue in that summer session as there was 
in the word Mesopotamia to the old woman. The schools 
will very soon find out when a young fellow who has 
been cramming up for an examination has a mouth’s 
holiday in the middle of it, that he had forgotten six 
weeks’ work, and, mark my word, there will be an in- 
creased number of men plucked in future, owing to this 
crooked attempt to get the summer session in the 
winter one. 

Professor W. O. Wintiams: | think it will be a ruin- 
ation to the schools, and doa great deal of harm if we 
continue the summer session. Men do not seem ‘to 
bother themselves; they would far sooner be out rowing 
or playing cricket instead of sticking to their class. 
They only put in as many attendances at the class in the 
summer as will make them efficient and qualify them to 
go up for their examination. We really give our stu- 
deuts forty weeks, whereas we are only bound to give 
them thirty weeks. Had it not been for what Professor 
McFadyean said at the Council, I should have enforced 
my resolution that we should hold an examination on 
May 15th, and then the men would have been able to go 
away, and begiu again in October. 

Mr. Parr: | notice that the attendances of the mem- 
bers have been giveu, and I think it would be as well if, 
in future, the number of times they were summuned was 
given as well. 

Professor MacquEEN: I should like to he allowed to 
make one or two remarks. The report has mentioned 
the contemplated changes which are about to be made in 
the Board of Agriculture. I join in the congratulation 
which, | believe, is pretty general in the protession on 
those changes ; but I am not quite sure if the congratu- 
lation should be a congratulation to the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. In reading the 
paragraph, | notice that no allusion is made to one who, 
I imagine, has been the prime worker in bringing about 
the change—I allude to Mr. William Hunting. I ven- 
ture to say that although the majority of 1,200. vuters 
have not esteemed his efforts in this direction as they 
might have done, the majority of the members of the 
profession present in this room will not forget his efforts 
in their behalf. (Hear, hear.) I believe I am not in order 
in moving a resolution at this time, but [ should not like 
this meeting to break up even with a slightshow of tem- 

r, without recording our opinion and our belief in Mr. 

unting’s efforts. With regard to the Jubilee Memorial, 
I may say that I took a little interest in promoting it. 
Tt went very well for a while, but somehow or other, 
when the money reached a certain amount, and was 


about to be put into the coffers of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, the prospect of carrying out the 
original intention of the subscribers became more and 
more remote. I have noticed the same thing with other- 
subscriptions in connection with this College; and I 
only allude to this matter now to assure the members 
of the Council that they ought not to forget the object 
with which these subscriptions are set on foot, and that 
when they consent to accept a trust they should endea-. 
vour to carry out its terms as far as they possibly can. 
(Hear, hear.) It will be observed in reading the para- 
graph that there is a want of decision as to the future, 
with regard to the Jubilee Memorial. Why should there 
be any want of decision on the ‘part of the Council ? 
They agreed to accept the subscriptions, and I think 
that they would consider their own respect if they 
will endeavour to carry out the wishes of the subscribers. 
I might advert in asimilar fashion to the Steel Memorial, 
owing perhaps to the short memories of some of the ment? 
bers of the Council. ‘Che Steel Trust was handed over to 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on the distinct 
understanding that the medal should be a gold one. 
What was done by the committee in charge of this mat- 
ter? They gaveorders, and accepted a die for a large 
brovze medal, and the diseuvery was not made until it 
was too late. Ihave no fault to find with the result ; 
but Ll do think it is time to warn the Council not to be 
too hasty in coming to a decision regarding how they 
shall carry out the wishes of those who subscribe to 
memorials, scholarships, or anything else. My last re- 
mark refers to the grant of the Worshipful Company of 
Farriers, and [ should not have mentioned it at all had 
it not been for the remarks of my friend Mr. Hunting. 
Mr. Hunting, all along the line, within recent years, has 
endeavoured to belittle the agitation which was raised 
against the grant aud Association of the Council with the 
the Farriers’ Company (Mr. Hunting: “ hear, hear”) ; 
but you will observe, gentlemen, that the Council is no 
longer connected with Farriers’ Company, following pos- 
sibly the lead given it by the Royal Agricultural Society. 
The agitation, if small, if unimportant, if confined toa 
small field, has resuited in bringing about a separation. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The Prestpent: As no other gentleman appears 
desirous of speaking I will now reply to the remarks 
which have been made. Mr. Hunting has referred to the 
work of the registration committee. Iam sure that 
nobody knows better than Mr. Hunting what that com- 
mittee has done. He kuows full well that its work has 
been extremely difficult, He has suggested, instead of 
Mr. Thatcher’s letters being sent to members to whom 
it is thought right to give a warning after complaints 
have been received agaiust them, that the secretary 
should write. There is really a good deal in what Mr. 
Hunting has said in connection with that matter. Ican 
assure you that the desire of the committee is to spare 
the feelings of those who are reported to them as much 
as possible; and in many instances orders have 
been given by the committee that the secretary instead 
of the solicitor should write to the offenders. I am sure 
in future, as in the past, the committee will endeavour to 
give as little pain to those who are reported to them as 
possible. Professor Macqueen has alluded to the para- 
graph in the report which mentions the deputation to the 
Board of Agriculture. I am only too glad of this second 
opportunity of saying how indebted I am to Mr. Hunting 
for the mauy very valuable suggestions he made to me 
before I saw Mr. Long upon this important matter. I 
acknowledged as much in the Council, and I also acknow- 
ledge the help I have received from Mr. Kidd, who was 
also one of the original deputation. I have very great 
pleasure in again acknowledging that I received from 
those two gentlemen very valuable suggestions which 


assisted me very much in the the somewhat difficult task 
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I had to perform. Mr. Ward has referred to the same 
matter. I may perhaps remind you of my last mission to 
the Board of Agriculture. The order of the Council was 
or rather the request of the Council to me was, that I 
should again wait upon the President of the Board of 
Agriculture and endeavour tu get the restoration of the 
name. ‘Probably we had in times past gone for that a 
little too much at once, but it did occur to me, and it oc. 
curred to other members of Council, that if we could get 
our name again recognised that at any rate we should 
have the thin end of the wedge inserted, and that 
is really what took place. Nowin quoting the words 
as they are represented here in the report “That 
the pame ‘Veterinary Department’ will be restored 
and that Mr. Cope will be recognised as chief veter- 
inary officer, the committee who are responsible for 
the drawing up of the report have used the exact words 
used by Mr. Long. I can hardly agree perhaps with Mr. 
Ward that no alterations have been made in our favour 
beyond getting the name “veterinary department,” be- 
cause I laid very great stress upon the tact when I was 
with Mr. Long that the lay inspectors did assume duties 
which ought very properly to belong to the veterinary 
surgeon ; and I gave him an instance—and | think those 
of you who hold inspectorships in different parts of the 
country will agree with me—that the lay inspector no 
longer attempts to diagnose disease or to say what 
should be killed and what should be saved. Mr. Hunt- 
ing also makes some reference to the importance of 
State recognition, and I think that we all agree with him. 
The answer has been given with reference to the pay- 
ment of the £100 to the British lustitute of Preventive 
Medicine, and we have hada very grateful letter from 
Sir Joseph Lister acknowledging the receipt of the 
money. With regard to the Steel Memorial Professor 
Macqueen expressed his regret that the Council had not 
provided, as was originally intended, a gold medal, but it 
was unfortunately found that a medal to be acceptable to 
the winner of it could hardly be obtained of sufficient 
size in gold, and it was really after very anxious meet- 
ings that the Council at last decided that the medal 
should be in bronze. I assure you that during the past 
year this matter has not slumbered. We have had 
several meetings in committee and reports have been 
made to the Council with reference to it. I am one of 
those who regret that matters are not sufficiently forward 
to enable us at this annual meeting to make the presen- 
tations of not only the Steel Memorial medal but some 
announcement to you with regard to the Jubilee 
Memorial. While speaking of the Jubilee Memorial you 
will see in the report some reference made that the com- 
mittee hope that the tablet will be in position before the 
date of the annual general meeting. I do not know that 
I should have referred to this but for the fact of a letter 
appearing in The Record last week with admirable taste, 
but I will not say more of that beyond that the tablet, 
or the thing the gentleman saw suspended in the hall, is 
absolutely not the tablet that I intend to give to the 
College. I hope that when I do present this tablet to 
the College, which I trust will be very shortly—within 
three weeks time—that it will be a tablet worthy of the 
acceptance of the profession. (Cheers.) Attention has 


of those who have not been elected on those committees 
come out badly at the end of the year. I hope at any 
rate you believe that the work is pretty evenly distri- 
buted. You will have an opportunity of forming an 
opinion with regard to the amount of work and the 
number of committees that have been appointed when I 
tell you, as you will see yourselves from the report, that 
there have been held during the year 43 Committee 
meetings and 14 Council meetings. 

Mr. Warp: Ido not quite understand what you said 
with regard to the Veterinary Department. Is there any 
difference in the veterinary position with regard to the 
Department except in the name! The name has beew 
changed, but Mr. Cope is still not head, and we have no: 
veterinary surgeons at the head of the Veterinary 
Department. 

The Presinent: That is quite wrong. For years 
past we have had a Veterinary Department by name, 
that is what we have so much cause to complain about. 
The veterinary profession has not been recegnised by the 
State by having a department of its own name. That is 
what I impressed upon Mr. Long, and I have his as- 
surance that that name will be restored, and that Mr. 
Cope will be recognised as head of the Veterinary De- 
partment, and not as Chief Veterinary Officer to the 
Board of Agriculture. That is thedifference. If I have 
not made myself plain I will endeavour to do so. 

Mr. Warp: I merely asked whether a veterinary sur- 
geon is at the head of Veterinary department. 

Bg Presipent: Yes, undoubtedly, according to Mr. 
ng. 

The motion for the adoption of the report and state- 
ment of accounts was then put to the meeting, and car- 
ried unanimously. 

Mr. Gitover: I rise with great reluctance to draw 
attention to the operations of the Registration Com- 
mittee, as shown in the report, and essentially tc the 
work the Council has done in inaugurating a new bye- 
law dealing with advertisements. I have to move “ That 
this meeting asks the Council to reconsider that bye-law 
in future.”’ Of course, all round we wish to raise the 
standard of our profession to that of the medical. [ 
cannot help thinking that in some things we go on a 
little too fast. Those who wish us to emulate the medi- 
cal profession have done away this year with advertising, 
and the next step in their hearts is to do away with 
forges. It seems to me, if the Council itself can, during 
its year of office, make a new bye-law, and without sub- 
mitting it to the implied sanction of the annual meeting, 
enforce its provisions, we shall get a crusade against 
forges. I have been ove of the sufferers. I received a 
solicitor’s letter, and I also had an interview with the 
Committee. I have been threatened to be disbarred if I 
did not withdraw what | think was a mild, inoffensive 
advertisement, which | had from time to time put for- 
ward for fifteen years. I do not see the slightest ob- 
jection to prohibiting advertisements which in any way 
speak of men having superior attainments and that sort 
‘of thing. That, I consider, is an absolutely disgraceful 
‘proceeding technically. Those kinds of advertisements 
| would object to, and have them forbidden. In the case 
‘of a man who merely advertises his existence in the same 
‘way as medical men have brass plates on their doors in 


ber of | 
| this period of progress, | think it is a premature action 


attendances at Council and committee meetings 


| to prevent him from doing so. I drew the attention of 


i r of summonses | 
‘the Committee before which I attended, to various 


which members have received does not appear. I thivk 
that the suggestion is an admirable one and I feel sure 
that it has only to te brought forward in the Council 


when it will be unavimously adopted, that in future it | 


methods adopted of advertising by veterinary surgeons in 
my district. One veterinary surgeon has painted the 
front of his house from top to bottom with large letters, 

d another has put a great white horse on a red lamp, 


4 b 
states Rew many | a third has put his name in exceedingly large letters 


has been summoned to. It happens that some of our 
Committess are standing Committees and limited as to 
numbers, and of course every member of the Council 


cannot serve on them. The result is that the attendances 


over a farrier’s shop. Another gentleman has painted 


' over a greengrocer’s shop a notice that he is a veterinary 


surgeon in practice three or four miles off. Those sort 
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of things I object to. There are many more undignified 
and offensive methods of advertising one’s self than by 
announcing in a local paper that, say, Mr. Brown, a 
veterinary surgeon, resides in such and such a district. 
My advertisement appeared to be on a line which the 
Committee thought objectionable. It had been used for 
fifteen years. I admitted that I might be open to ques- 
tion, and offered to remove it. I asked the Committee 
if they would allow a mere bald statement of the exis- 
tence to appear, not in the nature of a card, because [ 
think cards are objectionable things. The Committee 
said, no. was told by the Chairman that they had not 
thought of such matters before, and had not come to any 
conclusion upon them. I now ask if your Committee 
has come to any conclusion about these methods of ad- 
vertising ? If not, I shall feel bound to have tu commn- 
nicate the uames of veterinary surgeons in my district ; 
I shall be sorry to have to do so, because they are friends 
of mine. I am afraid I shall have to force the Com- 
mittee to come to some conclusion on these points. I 
am afraid the Committee must alter the whole system 
obtaining in my part of the country, or else those gentle. 
men will have to be struck off the Register. I beg to 
move “ That this meeting desires the Council to recon- 
sider Bye-law 113.” 

Mr. Warp: I will second that. [ can quite endorse 
what Mr. Glover has said respecting the scandalous ad- 
vertising by members in the country, not only paiuted 
horses but large announcements over little insignificant 
farriers’ shops. I think the thing is disgraceful. 

Prof, W.O, Wiutiams: | beg to move a direct negative. 

A Mempser: I will second that. 

Mr. Trigger: As a member of the registration com- 
mittee I will point out that the gentlemen who have 
moved and seconded that proposition have absolutely prev- 
ed the necessity for the registration committee to continue 
in the steps that they are following, because they have 
only to bring such cases as have been described before 
the registration committee and they will be very promptly 
dealt with. I support the negative. 

The PresipENt: The proposition before the meeting 
is “ That this meeting requests the Council to reconsider 
bye-law 113.” An amendment has been suggested but I 
can hardly accept it. The geotlemen who support it must 
vote agaiust Mr. Glover’s proposal. 

Mr. Guover: | purposely guarded myself against the 
Council tolerating any advertisements which in this 
meeting appeared objectionable. 

The amendment was then put to the meeting and lost. 

Prof. Witt1ams: I beg to propose that a hearty vote 
of thanks be given to the Chairman for the way in which 
he has conducted the business of the meeting. 

Col. Kerrte: 1 have much pleasure in seconding the 
motion. Carried by acclamation. 

The CaainrmMaN: Thank you, gentlomen, that con- 
cludes the business of the Annual General Meeting. 


WAar IT WILL BE IN 1900.—‘* You advertised for a coach- 
man, sir?” said the applicant. 

‘I did,” replied the merchant. ‘‘Do you want the 
place?” 

* Yes, sir.” 

‘* Have you had any experience ?” 

‘* I have been in the business all my life.” 

** You are used to handling gasoline, then ? ” 

‘* Yes, air.” 

‘* And you are well up in electricity ? ” 

Thoroughly.” 

‘*Good! Of course you are a machinist also?” 

** Certainly.” 

‘* And I presume you have an engineer’s certificate >” 

Of course.” 

‘“‘ Very well. You may go round to the out-house and get 
the motocyle ready. My wife tells me she wishes to doa 
little shopping.” —Tit-Bits. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE LEGALITY OF “ DOCKING.” 


“A recent case in the Marylebone Police Court in 
which a horse dealer was heavily fined under section 2 of 
the Act for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (12 and 
13 vic., c. 92) for cruelly ill-treating certain horses by 
docking their tails, again draws attention to the question 
how far it is legal under the above Act to perform an 
operation of a surgical nature upon a domestic animal. 
The question has been several times before the Courts in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and there is a curious 
disagreement between the Courts of the three kingdoms 
as to the legality of the operation of dishorniug cattle. 
This practice has been declared illegal in England in the 
case of Ford v. Wiley (23 Q.B.D. 203), but both the 
Scotch and irish Courts have refused to follow it. The 
authorities have been most recently renewed in the case 
of Reg. v. M‘Donagh (28 L.R Ir. 204), and although the 
courts differ as to whether the particular operation of 
dishorning does or does not come within the general 
rules for deciding as to the legality of such operations, 
those rules seem to be now fairly well established and 
accepted by the Courts in each of the kingdoms. In the 
former case the late Lord Coleridge, C. J., and Hawkins 
J. adopted as a definition of “ cruelty” that it is the 
“ unnecessary abuse of the animal,” and Hawkins J. said 
that to support a cunviction under the Act two things 
must be proved—first, that pain or suffering has been 
inflicted in fact ; secondly, that it was inflicted cruelly, 
i.e., without necessity, or in other words without good 
reason. The general principles laid down in this case 
are expressly approved of by both the Scotch and Irish 
Courts, and it is agreed that the legality or otherwise of 
any operation depends on whether it is reasonable and 
necessary. If it is reasonable and necessary it cannot be 
said to be cruel, and js therefore lawful. No operation 
can be reasonable or necessary unless it makes the 
animal better adapted for the purpose for which it is used 
by man. Thus there can be no doubt that the custom 
(aviversal in this country) of castrating bulls and horses 
is perfectly lawful. At the same time, even if the object 
be a legitimate one, it should not be attained by inflict- 
ing an amount of suffering out of all proportion to the 
importance of the desired result. In Lewis v. Fermor 
(35 W.R., 378 18 Q.B.D. 532) it was held that the very 
painful operation of “spaying” sows is legal. The 
judges expressed their opinion that no one could be con- 
victed of cruelty if he honestly, thuugh wrongly, be- 
lieved an operation to be lawful, but this opinion is not 
endorsed, by the judges who decided the latter case of 
Ford v. Wiley. 1t seems also to be now well established 
that an operation caunot be necessary, and therefore 
legal, merely because (like dishorning in the opinion of 
the English judges) it enables the owner of the animal 
to sell it for a higher price. Neither is it lawful to muti- 
late an animal for the purpose of altering its appearance 
in order to gratify some whim or fashion or to win prizes. 
Thus it has been authoritatively declared that cutting 
the combs of cocks is illegal (Murphy v. Manning 25 
W.R. 540, 2 Ex. D. 307) and there can be little doubt 
that docking the tails of adult animals comes, in must 
cases, within the same reasoning. It may, however, be 
possible to prove that docking the tails of very young 
animals (e.g. lambs) is not accompanied by any serious 
amount of pain, and does really benefit the animal.”— 
The Solicitors Journal. 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


HorsE BREEDING IN IRELAND. 


In the House of Commons on Monday, June Ist, i 
seply to Mr. P. O’Brien (Kilkenny), 
r. GERALD Batrour (Leeds, Ventral) said,—It is 
the intention of the Government to appoint a Com- 
mission to inquire into the question of horse-breeding 
in Ireland, but I cannot at the present moment make 
any further statement on the subject. 


Personal. 
Dr. E. F. De Jone, F.R.C V.S., Jocks Lodge, Edin- 


burgh, has been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. Wo. Rosertson, M.R.C.V.S., has been appointed 
veterinary pathologist in the Colonial Bacteriological 
Institute, Grahamstown, South Africa. Mr. Robertson 
is a son of the late Principal Robertson, Royal Veterin- 
ary College, London, who for many years practised in 
Kelso and surrounding district. Mr. Robertson, after 
his father’s death, studied at the Edinburgh and London 
Veterinary Colleges. After taking the degree he prac- 
tised for a short time in England, and was therefore 
appointed to the veterinary department of the British 
Institute of Preventive Medicine, London. Here his 
aptitude for the study of bacteriology soon brought him 
into prominence, and as a reward of his perseverence in 
the study of that particular branch of science he has been 
promoted to this responsible and honourable position at 
a good salary. He sails for South Africa immediately.— 
Kelso Mail. 


GENERAL DepartMENT, No. 1909. 
Bombay Castle, 27th April, 1896. 
RESOLUTION OF GOVERNMENT. 


His Excellency the Governor in Council is pleased to 
appoint Veterinary-Major J. Mills to be a member of 
the Muncipal Corporation of Bombay, vice Major B. 
Scott, C.LE., KR.E., A.LC.E, resigned. 

(sgd..) J. De C. ATKINS. 
Secretary to Government. 


Vet.-Major J. Mills, J.P. 


OBITUARY. 


Mr. James Cuaumens, V.S., Annan, died very suddenly | 


last week. He had not been well for a few days 
previously ; but on Thursday morning he appeared to 
be much better, and went out on his rounds as before. 
By afternoon he suddenly became much worse, and died 
in the course of the evening. He had been in business 
in Annan for about twelve years, aud was regarded as 
very able and trustworthy veterinary surgeon.— North 
British Agriculturist. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE MATRICULATION STANDARD. 
Dear Sir, 
Could any person, with a desire to be fair toa col- 
league, put the interpretation on my remarks made at 
the Council Meeting, held on Dec. 4th, 1896, which Mr 


| 


have three or four, or teu chances, iu fact I did 

the word “ chance” at all, for the obvious pny vt it 
would not convey my meaning. Chance, when not used 
in the sporting sense, means that a mau is offered an op- 
portunity to accomplish a given task, a second chance, 


that he has another opportunity to accomplish what he: 


failed to do at a previous attempt. Now to be examined 
on one subjeet one day and on another subject at a future 
a is not two —. The man who passes each sub- 
ject as it is presented to him, whether i 
interval haa but one chance. 

would like to add that until the Council alters Bye- 
law 52 it has no right to ask whether a student samales 
one or many sittings. If he present a certificate granted 
by one of the bodies selected by us for that purpose, we 
are bound to be satisfied —Yours truly, ’ 

St. Albans, 
June 2, 1896. 


J. Fraser. 


THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 


MIDLAND V.M.A. 
Dear Str, 

I notice in your last week’s issue, when giving your 
reason for reply to Mr. Dollar’s query,“ Why you had 
not published the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association’s resolution /”’ you made a statement to the 
effect that the meeting was ealled in a hurry, and that 
although you are a member you received no notice calling 
the meeting. As some of your readers may erroneously 
infer from your remark that the meeting you referred to 
was summoned in an irregular or surreptitious manner, 
permit me to correct your statemeut, and remove any 
misapprehension on this point. As a matter of fact the 
meeting was decided upon for the purpose of selecting 
a candidate for Council as soon as we were informed that 
the nominee selected at the quarterly meeting could not 
be a candidate this year. 

Now, although the Council’s recent discussion on the 
éducation question naturally involved the consideration 
of this matter by the Midland Society when deciding 
upon the selection of their candidate and the support 
they would give to others, it is an actual fact that the 
date of the meeting was fixed a month before-hand, and 
the notices calling the meeting were issued with the 
same interval of time before it as is the rule for any 
of our other meetings. Under the circumstances your 
designation of it as a meeting called in a hurry is incor- 
rect and misleading. When publishing your complaint 
you said that you received no notice of the meeting ; it 
would have been more candid to have also published the 
fact that I had previously, in reply to a complaint from 
you, informed you that [{ had personally addressed and 
posted notices of the meeting to each of the Honorary 
Associates, including yourself, and I can now do no more 
than again express my regret that you did not receive 
yours. As with the resolution so with this letter, you 
have, of course, the power to withhold its publication in 
The Veterinary Record, but in the present case, as your 
note implied a reflection upon the officers of the Society, 
and particularly upon myself as Secretary, I think I may 
rely upon your fairvess to publish my reply —Yours 
truly, 

Hunry J. Dawes, Hon. Nec., 


Midland Counties V.M.A. 


‘We publish this with pleasure, and accept without 
reservation Mr. Dawes’ statements As a rule the report 
of proceedings of the Midland meetings is published, giving 
names of those attending and the remarks made. We 
should have been glad to publish a full report, but we 
decline to help a party by printing resolutions detached 


| from all else. We prefer no * partial or divided” report. 


Dollar has dove. I did not say that a student might | Ev. 
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COUGHING AND ABORTION. 
Dear Sir, 

Seeing in The Record the opinions of some leading 
members on this subject, I should like to record a case 
of a mare which aborted during a sharp attack of in- 
fluenza, therefore supporting Mr. Freeman’s theory on 
this subject. The case was a roan cab mare, five years, 
in good working condition. lt was suspected she was 
pregnant, and was not worked for a week, when I was 
called in to see her. I found her blowing hard, tempera. 
ture 105, pulse 70, but no lung trouble, throat was sore, 
and a slight hard cough. She was treated with liq. 
ammon. acet., sps. ether, nit., and R Cinchon. co. The 
third day after this treatment, during which time the 
temperature kept up, she aborted, and soou after began 
to mend, and is now at work. I am at a loss to know 
why the animal aborted, and can hardly believe that the 
slight cough she had, had anything to do with it.— 
Yours faithfully, 


Paddington, May 21st. ALBERT E. Boyer. 


MR. DOLLAR’S METHODs. 
Sir, 

It would not, I feel sure, be either gracious or desir- 
able to again traverse the ground so fully covered by 
your article of last week, for although I am unable to 
say, on reviewing the explanations there given, that they 
carry conviction tomy own mind, I am so little con- 
cerned in upholding my personal views and so firmly 
convinced of the importance of this question to the pro- 
fession as a whole, that I willingly leave it to that pro- 
fession (which we have now both addressed) to judge 
between us. 

It is of course inevitable that the leaders in all great 
questions should become the objects of searching critic- 
ism, but with their exception, I have as far as possible 
avoided the mention of names, and all the phrases to 
which you take exception refer to arguments and not to 
men, At the Central V.M.S. where they were uttered, I 
received an exceptionally patient hearing, I was never 
once called to order, while I had the honour of receiving 
your own support which was given “with very much 
pleasure’? and was expressly congratulated by one of 
our keenest opponents (Mr. Barrett) because my speech 
had been “temperate and entirely destitute of per- 
sonalities.” ‘ 

On the other hand, though I might accept as a com- 
pliment the suggestion that my case had been “ worked 
up with every literary artifice and every rhetorical 
sophistry”’ I must take exception to such charges as 
having suppressed the truth and suggested falsehoods, or 
of having made personal accusations of “cunning, dupli- 
city and deliberate scheming,” or of “ dishouourable 
conduct,”’? charges which [ can only attribute to the un- 
usual tension apt to prevail at election times and which 
will, I hope, be revised in calmer moments. Still less, 
sir, can I acquiesce in the view that the group of persons 
opposed to you are guilty of overacting their enthusiasm, 
of perpetrating “a rather astute artifice to mislead the 
profession and rig the Council,” of imputing “all sorts 
of motives,’ of disseminating broad-cast “ deliberate 
misstatements,” of “a deliberate and wicked invention, 
basely used to deceive the profession,” of being a clique 
which has tried to illegally force the bye laws to bear a 
false construction, or of having procured eleven candi. 
dates to subscribe to what is not true. I respectfully 
protest against such suggestions and I hope that you 
will in due time see fit to modify them. Until then, it 
would, I am convinced, be undesirable to renew the 
present controversy. 

Lastly, sir, I hope you will inform the profession that 
on the 19th May I wrote you giving warning of what I 


stating that I had ordered a copy to be sent you im- 
mediately ‘it appeared. I can only regret that that copy 
has not reached you but had you replied I should have 
been only too willing to send another and I do not 
think, under the circumstances, I can fairly be accused 
of keeping you in ignorance. —Yours faithfully, 
Jno. A. W. Doar. 
56 New Bond Street, W. 
June Ist, 1896. 


[Mr. Dollar shows wisdom in not attempting a reply. He 
was strong in accusation before I had a chance to correct. 
He now ought to apologise for the misstatements he has 
made. I withdraw no word I have said, for not one was 
false. Mr. Dollar hopes I will inform the profession that 
on the 19th May he gave me warning of what he had 
written in the election number of The Veterinarian. Thisis 
a good sample of his evasive and casuistic style. Here is 
the extract from his letter :— 

‘* As you seem to think I have not been fair in my crifie! 
isms, I give you the best warning I can of what I have 
done. I have written an article for The Veterinarian dealing 
amongst other things with your statements and doings on 
the education question, and have given orders for a copy 
to be sent you immediately it appears.” 

Note! no mention of *‘ election number.” I naturally 
expected his article in the June number. I could not know 
of any extra number, and still less could I anticipate it being 
sent out with the voting papers to all but me and my 
friends.—-W. H.) . 


HUISH AND ARNOLD. 
Sir, 

Referring to the apology sigued by me which appears 
in The Record of 16th inst., 1 desire to show that I made 
the statement complained of in good faith. The facts 
are as follows : 

I saw Messrs. Arnold’s Castrator at the last N.V.M.A, 
meeting, and came to the conclusion that it was an in- 
fringement of my patent, subsequently I made a search 
at the Patent Office, but found no application for patent 
for castrators. True, there was an application by J. 
Arnold, made December 13th, 1894, for improvements in 
instrumeats for surgical and veterinary purposes, but 
this in no way arrested my attenion, and I unhesita- 
tingly came to the conclusion that no patent had been 
applied Later “The Reliance” was advertised as a 
patent, and I sent sketch of it to my patent agent, for 
his opinion as to infringement, mentioned that I had 
failed to find applicatiou for patent, and added, “ Can 
you find out?” He, without taking it as a definite in- 
struction to search, replied that he considered it an 
infringement; and that J. Arnold made an application 
for improvements in ecraseurs on October 25th, 1895. 
So, as all castrators of this class are ecraseurs, I came to 
the conclusion that this referred to the castrator then 
being advertised as a patent, and I accordingly inserted 
the advertisement complained of. 

It now turns out, however, that in the application 
above referred to, was the title, “ The Reliance Castra- 
tor,” and the ecraseur of 1895 which I concluded was 
The Reliance was another instrument altogether. From 
its minuteness the patent number had escaped notice 
entirely. 

Curiously enough, out of nine applications made by 
J. Arnold, the only title that does not indicate the name 
of the instrument or the purpose for which it is required, 
is “The Reliance Castrator.” I may add that the 
subject matter book was not published when I searched. 
Here it now appears under a proper title, viz., castrating 
appliance.— Your obedient servant, C. H. Huisa. 


CommonicaTions, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
G. Mayall, R.G. Saunders, J. A.W. Dollar, J. Fraser, 


had done in the election number of The Veterinarian, and 


H. J. Dawes. North British Agriculturist. 
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